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February 11, 2015

JOINT RESOLUTION

To authorize the limited use of the United
States Armed Forces against the Islamic
State of Iraq and the Levant.

Whereas the terrorist organization that
has referred to itself as the Islamic State of
Iraq and the Levant and various other names
(in this resolution referred to as ‘ISIL’)
poses a grave threat to the people and terri-
torial integrity of Iraq and Syria, regional
stability, and the national security interests
of the United States and its allies and part-
ners;

Whereas ISIL holds significant territory in
Iraq and Syria and has stated its intention
to seize more territory and demonstrated the
capability to do so;

Whereas ISIL leaders have stated that they
intend to conduct terrorist attacks inter-
nationally, including against the TUnited
States, its citizens, and interests;

Whereas ISIL has committed despicable
acts of violence and mass executions against
Muslims, regardless of sect, who do not sub-
scribe to ISIL’s depraved, violent, and op-
pressive ideology;

Whereas ISIL has threatened genocide and
committed vicious acts of violence against
religious and ethnic minority groups, includ-
ing Iraqi Christian, Yezidi, and Turkmen
populations;

Whereas ISILL has targeted innocent
women and girls with horrific acts of vio-
lence, including abduction, enslavement, tor-
ture, rape, and forced marriage;

Whereas ISIL is responsible for the deaths
of innocent United States citizens, including
James Foley, Steven Sotloff, Abdul-Rahman
Peter Kassig, and Kayla Mueller;

Whereas the United States is working with
regional and global allies and partners to de-
grade and defeat ISIL, to cut off its funding,
to stop the flow of foreign fighters to its
ranks, and to support local communities as
they reject ISIL;

Whereas the announcement of the anti-
ISIL Coalition on September 5, 2014, during
the NATO Summit in Wales, stated that
ISIL poses a serious threat and should be
countered by a broad international coalition;

Whereas the United States calls on its al-
lies and partners, particularly in the Middle
East and North Africa, that have not already
done so to join and participate in the anti-
ISIL Coalition;

Whereas the United States has taken mili-
tary action against ISIL in accordance with
its inherent right of individual and collec-
tive self-defense;

Whereas President Obama has repeatedly
expressed his commitment to working with
Congress to pass a bipartisan authorization
for the use of military force for the anti-ISIL
military campaign; and

Whereas President Obama has made clear
that in this campaign it is more effective to
use our unique capabilities in support of
partners on the ground instead of large-scale
deployments of U.S. ground forces: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This joint resolution may be cited as the
““Authorization for Use of Military Force
against the Islamic State of Iraq and the Le-
vant.”

SEC. 2. AUTHORIZATION FOR USE OF UNITED
STATES ARMED FORCES.

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The President is au-
thorized, subject to the limitations in sub-
section (c¢), to use the Armed Forces of the
United States as the President determines to
be necessary and appropriate against ISIL or
associated persons or forces as defined in sec-
tion 5.
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(b) WAR POWERS RESOLUTION

MENTS.—

(1) SPECIFIC STATUTORY AUTHORIZATION.—
Consistent with section 8(a)(1) of the War
Powers Resolution (60 U.S.C. 1547(a)(1)), Con-
gress declares that this section is intended
to constitute specific statutory authoriza-
tion within the meaning of section 5(b) of the
War Powers Resolution (50 U.S.C. 1544(b)).

(2) APPLICABILITY OF OTHER REQUIRE-
MENTS.—Nothing in this resolution super-
sedes any requirement of the War Powers
Resolution (50 U.S.C. 1541 et seq.).

(c) LIMITATIONS.—The authority granted in
subsection (a) does not authorize the use of
the United States Armed Forces in enduring
offensive ground combat operations.

SEC. 3. DURATION OF THIS AUTHORIZATION.

This authorization for the use of military
force shall terminate three years after the
date of the enactment of this joint resolu-
tion, unless reauthorized.

SEC. 4. REPORTS.

The President shall report to Congress at
least once every six months on specific ac-
tions taken pursuant to this authorization.

SEC. 5. ASSOCIATED PERSONS OR FORCES DE-
FINED.

In this joint resolution, the term ‘‘associ-
ated persons or forces’” means individuals
and organizations fighting for, on behalf of,
or alongside ISIL or any closely-related suc-
cessor entity in hostilities against the
United States or its coalition partners.

SEC. 6. REPEAL OF AUTHORIZATION FOR USE OF
MILITARY FORCE AGAINST IRAQ.

The Authorization for Use of Military
Force Against Iraq Resolution of 2002 (Public
Law 107-243; 116 Stat. 1498; 50 U.S.C. 1541
note) is hereby repealed.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1l-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

UNEMPLOYMENT AND DISABILITY
DOUBLE-DIPPING

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, millions of Americans who
have paid into Social Security rely on
the promise that it will be there for
them when they become disabled and
cannot work. Unfortunately, under
current law, some people can get both
disability benefits and unemployment
benefits. That just doesn’t make any
sense. Disability benefits are for those
who can’t work. Unemployment bene-
fits are for those who can work.

That is why I will be introducing
commonsense legislation this week
that will help ensure Social Security
disability benefits are only for those
who truly cannot work. With the dis-
ability program going broke next year,
we cannot afford to continue to allow
individuals to double dip. My bill will
stop this double-dipping and will help
ensure that the disability program is
there for those who truly need it.

——
NATIONAL SALUTE TO VETERAN
PATIENTS

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

REQUIRE-
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Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, each
year, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs designates a week in February as
the National Salute to Veterans to
honor the brave men and women who
have served our country. More than
98,000 veterans are cared for in the VA
facilities across America, and the Na-
tional Salute to Veterans is one small
way to say thank you to these brave
men and women.

Every year, I join with students all
across Rhode Island to deliver Valen-
tines to veterans during this week in
order to pay tribute and express our
appreciation for their service. This
Saturday, I will visit the Providence
VA Medical Center and veterans’
homes across the State to personally
deliver thousands of handwritten cards.
This week, VA medical facilities all
over will be holding many special ac-
tivities to pay tribute to the veterans
who have bravely served our country.

I encourage my colleagues and every-
one listening to contact your nearest
VA medical center and ask for Vol-
untary Service to get involved and sa-
lute America’s heroes this week.

HONORING SENATOR BARRY
GOLDWATER

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I am pleased that Congress
today will honor a great American pa-
triot, Barry Goldwater, with a statue
in the National Statuary Hall of the
U.S. Capitol.

On July 4, 1963, I visited Washington,
by bus, for the first time to participate
in the National Draft Goldwater Rally.
Senator Goldwater’s legacy of pro-
moting limited government, a strong
national defense—leading to victory in
the cold war—and protecting personal
freedoms is more vital than ever. As a
teenage Republican, I lived the south-
ern Republican revolution he inspired.
He helped transform the South from
nonexistent, or insignificant, Repub-
lican legislative membership in 1963,
culminating in 2014 with Republican
legislative majorities in all States
from Virginia to Texas and Oklahoma
to Arkansas.

I am grateful the southern Repub-
lican revolution has created an open
process in South Carolina, with Nikki
Haley being the first female Governor
in 340 years, with TiM ScCOTT being the
first popularly elected African Amer-
ican ever elected in the South to the
U.S. Senate, and Alan Wilson being
elected America’s youngest attorney
general.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and may the President never forget
September the 11th in the global war
on terrorism.
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